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Themes in World History Class 11th NCERT Solutions of History 

Section-I Early Socities (6 MYA to 1 BCE ) 

 Chapter 1- From the Beginning of Time 

1. Look at the diagram showing the positive feedback mechanism on page 13. Can you list 
the inputs that went into tool making? What were the processes that were strengthened by 
tool making? 

 
 
Answer 
The inputs that  helped in making tools: 
(a) Bipedalism which led to freeing of hands. 
(b) Large brain size and increased capability 
 
The processes which were strengthened by the making of tools were: 
(ii) The capability and mental capacity of men. 
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(ii) Tool making strengthened  man‟s technical skills. 
(iii) Created conditions from the transition from scavenging to hunting. 
(iv) Man could trap fur bearing animals and use the fur for clothing. 
(v) Introduction of punch blade technique to make small chisel. 
(vi) Tools helped primitive man in farming, development of agriculture and lead a settled 
instead of nomadic life. 
 
2. Humans and mammals such as monkeys and apes have certain similarities in behaviour 
and anatomy. This indicates that humans possibly evolved from apes. List these 
resemblances in two columns under the headings of (a) behaviour and (b) anatomy. Are 
there any differences that you think are noteworthy? 
Answer 
Humans and mammals such as monkey and apes have certain similarities in behaviours 
and anatomy. 
This shows that humans possibly evolved from apes. 
Similarities on the basis of behavior: 
(i) Both can climb on trees. 
(ii) Both secrete milk and carry their babies with them . 
(iii) Both can run and walk. 
(iv) Both use sound as a mode of communication. 
Similarities on the basis of anatomy: 
(i) They have warm blood and body hair are present on body. 
(ii) They have different types of teeth. 
(iii) Both are vertebrates . 
(iv) Both have two feet and two hands. 
Differences on the basis of behavior: 
(i) Human beings earn money for their families but monkey and apes  do not perform 
economical activities. 
(ii) Humans walks upright while monkey any and apes cannot walks upright. 
(iii) Humans prepare tools themselves while monkeys and apes  not prepare themselves. 
(iv) Human walks on two feet while monkey and apes walks on four feet. 
Differences on the basis of anatomy: 
(i) Humans have large body as compared to apes and monkeys. 
(ii) Monkeys and apes have tails while humans have no tail. 
 
3. Discuss the arguments advanced in favour of the regional continuity model of human 
origins. Do you think it provides a convincing explanation of the archaeological evidence? 
Give reasons for your answer. 
Answer 
Two different views have been expounded regarding human origins: 
(i) Regional continuity model - According to this human has multiple origin.         
(ii) Replacement model - According to this human has single origin. 
(iii) Regional Continuity Model - According to this, modern homo sapiens evolved in different 
regions at different rates. So there was a difference in appearance of human in different 
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parts of world.it was based on regional difference in the features of present days humans. 
The dissimilarities are due to the differences between the homo-erectus and homo 
heidelbergensis population of same regions. 
The regional continuity model does not give a convincing explanation of the archaeological 
evidences. 
 
4. Which of the following do you think is best documented in the archaeological record: (a) 
gathering, (b) tool making, (c) the use of fire? 
Answer 
Tool making is documented in the archaeological record. 
 
Answer in a short Essay 
 
5. Discuss the extent to which (a) hunting and (b) constructing shelters would have been 
facilitated by the use of language. What other modes of communication could have been 
used for these activities? 
Answer 
Early man was food gatherer and scavengers. These were the more of an individual‟s 
activities.With homo- erectus social groups because larger and man matured from being a 
scavenger to hunting. 
• Hunting activities of human: 
(i) They could also discuss about the nature and behaviour of animals. 
(ii) They can also discuss nature of tools used in hunting. 
(iii) They can exchange ideas where the specific animals were found 
(iv) People now could organise and manage hunting expeditions. 
 
• Construction of shelters by human beings: 
(i) People now could discuss secure places for construction of their shelter. 
(ii) They could  now get information about the resources  available around 
their  surroundings. 
(iii) People  become edible to get knowledge about the materials used for places for 
construction of their shelter. 
(iv) Their could also discuss the means to protect their shelter from severe condition. 
Signs, symbols , oral, voice shouting, cave painting, engraving on the walls and ceiling on 
the caves are the other useful modes of communication used for these activities. 
 
6. Choose any two developments each from Timelines 1 and 2 at the end of the chapter 
and indicate why you think these are significant. 
Answer 
• First Development in timeline-1 (MYA): 
It is an anatomical ana physiological change that could take place after a long duration of 12 
mya. The monkey in south Africa could become African ape our ancestor. 
• Second Development in timeline-1 (MYA): 
It took place due to tropical climate formed and Australopithecus turned into the genes 
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homo . It took time about 3 million- 5.6 - 2 mya 
 
Development in timeline-2: 
(i) The first development related to vocal cord in human anatomy far back in 2 lakhs year 
ago. It greatly helped in the development of skill and expertise in doing things easier than 
the period ,human had not vocal cord. 
(ii) The second important development that could be constructed the period of 21  thousand 
years ago when sewing needles were invented .This invention of sewing needles brought 
revolution in the fields of growing cotton, jute, silk etc. Fibre crops, weaving, spinning etc. 
 

 Chapter 2- Writing and City Life 

 
1. Why do we say that it was not natural fertility and high levels of food production that were 
the causes of early urbanisation? 
Answer 
We often said that natural fertility and high level of food production are the causes of the 
early urbanisation because: 
(i) Natural fertility encourages settled life and agriculture production. 
(ii) Fertility of soil was also helpful in beginning of new occupations. 
(iii)  It paved the way for animal husbandry. 
(iv)  Flourishing trade and commerce is also another major factor for urbanisation. 
 
2. Which of the following were necessary conditions and which the causes, of early 
urbanisation, and which would you say were the outcome of the growth of cities: 
(a) highly productive agriculture, (b) water transport, (c) the lack of metal and stone, (d) the 
division of labour, (e) the use of seals, (f) the military power of kings that made labour 
compulsory? 
Answer 
Following are the necessary conditions for urbanisation- 
(i)  Highly productive agriculture. 
(ii) Water transport. 
(iii)The division of labour. 
 
Causes of early urbanisation - 
(i)  Lack of mental and stones. 
(ii)  The use of seals. 
(iii) The military power of kings that made labour compulsory. 
 
Outcome of growth of cities- 
(i) Efficient transport system. 
(ii) Trade and system developed. 
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3. Why were mobile animal herders not necessarily a threat to town life? 
Answer 
Mobile animals herders were not necessarily a threat to town life because it was required to 
exchange ghee, metal, tools, grains etc. 
 
4. Why would the early temple have been much like a house? 
Answer 
Temples overtime developed huge structures, built in shape of step pyramids. But early 
temple were much like house. They were small shrines made of unbaked bricks except that 
had outer walls going in and out at regular intervals unlike ordinary building.  Early temples 
were like a house because: 
(i) The temple symbolize the community as a whole and was the nucleus around which the 
city developed. 
(ii) It was here that the processing of produce- grain grinding, spinning, weaving was done 
as in household. 
(iii) The rulers of early Mesopotamia's cities were priests.They lived and administered from 
there. Since temples were used for residential purposes they looked like houses. 
(iv) The complex was not only a place of rituals and worship but contained warehouses, 
workshops and living quarters of artisans. 
 
Answer in Short Essay 
 
5. Of the new institutions that came into being once city life had begun, which would have 
depended on the initiative of the king? 
Answer 
The new institutions that came into being with the beginning of city life include trade, 
temple, sea making, sculpture, and the art of writing. All these institutions depend on the 
initiative of the king. 
 
6. What do ancient stories tell us about the civilisation of Mesopotamia? 
Answer 
Ancient stories of Mesopotamia are valuable sources of information. It is one of the 
advanced civilization of that time, its society was divided into three classes 
(i) Upper classes 
(ii)  Middle classes. 
(iii)  Lower classes 
• People belonging to upper classes live a luxurious life and enjoyed special privileges. 
• Agriculture is the main occupation of the people. Their life was normally prosperous. 
• Religion was the main part of their life. They worshiped many gods and goddesses. 
• Shames was their main god who was the sun. Ziggurat was the name given to the 
Sumerian temples. 
 
Another description from the bible- 
According to bible, the flood was meant to destroy all life on earth. The almighty assigned 
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the task of sustaining the earth, to a man Noah. Noah built a huge boat, and ark and took a 
pair of each known species of animals and birds on the ark. Thus when every other things 
were destroyed by the flood, this ark remained safe along with pairs of all species. Thus 
began a new life on earth. 
There is a reference to a strikingly similar story in Mesopotamian tradition, where the 
principal character instead of Noah , was called Ziusudra or Utnapishtim. 

 
 

Section-II Empires (c. 100 BCE to 1300 CE) 
 

 Chapter 3- An Empire Across Three Continents 
 
1. If you had lived in the Roman Empire, where would you rather have lived – in the towns or in the 
countryside? Explain why. 
Answer 
In the roman empire one would have preferred to live in the towns due to: 
(i) Availability of better facilities as compared to countryside. 
(ii) Towns apart from governance were centres of art, learning and various intellectual activities. 
(iii) During the time of famine, town people would not suffer food scarcity. 
(iv) Cities provided the populations a much higher level of entertainment. 
(v) Unlike the countryside which was subject to exploitation by the aristocracy and other wealthy 
persons, towns were centres of affluence, and culture. 
 
2. Compile a list of some of the towns, cities, rivers, seas and provinces mentioned in this chapter, and 
then try and find them on the maps. Can you say something about any three of the items in the list you 
have compiled? 
Answer 
Towns: Alexandria, Carthage, Pompeii, Cairo, Mecca 
Rivers: Rhine, Danube, Euphrates 
Seas: Black Sea, Red Sea, Mediterranean Sea, Caspian Sea 
Provinces: Cyrenaica, Tripolitania, Gallic 
Alexandria: It was the port city and its ports were handled by Jewish merchants. They traded directly 
with which can be seen from the letters preserved in the Geniza collection. The merchants of Alexandria 
also exported to Europe. 
Black Sea: It is between Southeastern Europe and Western Asia. It was one of the busy waterway at that 
time. The trades were held among Central Asia to the east, Mesopotamia to the south and Greece to the 
south-west by this route. 
Mediterranean Sea: In 6th century, Iranians had established control over major parts of the Assyrian 
empire which leads to the development of trade networks along the coasts of the Mediterranean Sea. 
Greek cities and their colonies benefited from improvements in trade. It is enclosed by three sides of 
lands. 
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3. Imagine that you are a Roman housewife preparing a shopping list for household requirements. What 
would be on the list? 
Answer 
Being a roman housewife, i would like to include bread, butter, milk, eggs, meat, spices, oil, pulse etc. in 
while preparing a list of household requirements. 
 
4. Why do you think the Roman government stopped coining in silver? And which metal did it begin to 
use for the production of coinage? 
Answer 
Roman government stooped the coining in silver and began to use gold for coinage because silver was 
limited and the mines of silver were exhausted due to over excavation. 
 
Answer in a Short Essay 
 
5. Suppose the emperor Trajan had actually managed to conquer India and the Romans had held on to 
the country for several centuries. In what ways do you think India might be different today? 
Answer 
If roman emperor Trajan had actually managed to conquer India, India would be different today on 
following aspects: 
(i) Changes in art, architecture, literature and law as was evident even in the case of Indo Greek. 
(ii) Exchange of ideas , roman law would have helped growth of Indian law. 
(iii) Conversion and Christianization. 
(iv) Concept of public baths and entertainment. 
(v) Slavery would probably have become more rampant as roman society was known to use slave labour 
in every sector- agriculture, mining ,handicrafts etc. 
(vi) Indian agriculture would have benefitted from roman diversified application of water. 
(vii) The hitherto caste and class differences would have been further stratified. 
(viii) The pattern of Indian trade ,would probably have under grown vast changes. 
 
6. Go through the chapter carefully and pick out some basic features of Roman society and economy 
which you think make it look quite modern. 
Answer 
Basic features of the Roman society: 
(i) The concept of amusement. 
(ii) Prevalence of vast diversity in religious cults. 
(iii) The considerable legal rights women enjoyed in owning and managing property. 
(iv) Divorce was relatively easy and needed no more than a notice of intent to dissolve the marriage by 
either husband or wife. 
Basic features of the Roman economy: 
(i) Preference to live in urban centres. 
(ii) Cities as bedrock of the imperial system. 
(iii) Disputes between the rich and poor. 
(iv) Widespread use of money , such as silver denarius, and gold solidi. 
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(v) Competition amongst regions for control of the markets in olive oil. 
 
 

 Chapter 4- The Central Islamic Lands 
 
1. What were the features of the lives of the Bedouins in the early seventh century? 
Answer 
The Bedouins were Arab tribes . The main features of their lives are as follows: 
• Their social organization was based  on independent tribes. 
• They were camel pastoralists and moved with their animals from oases to oases. 
• Date palm and camel milk were their main diet. 
• They indulged in looting , plundering and internal quarrels. 
• They led a nomadic  life. 
 
2. What is meant by the term „Abbasid revolution‟? 
Answer 
The term “Abbasid Revolution” referred to  the  Dawa movement. This movement was 
initiated by Abu Muslim from Khurasan against the  Umayyad dynasty . The Abbasid 
revolution put an end to the Umayyad dynasty . By overthrowing Umayyadies the Abbasid 
dynasty came into throne in 750 CE. 
 
3. Give examples of the cosmopolitan character of the states set up by Arabs, Iranians and 
Turks. 
Answer 
Examples of cosmopolitan characters of the states set up by Arabs, Iranians and Turks: 
(i) The vast Arab empire was inhabited  by the people of multi cultural identities ,e.g.- the 
Muslims, the Christians and the Jews. 
(ii) In Turkish empire, the Egyptian , Iranian, Syrian , Sudanian, cultural developed 

simultaneously. 

(iii) The Iranian empire witnessed for the development of Muslims and Asian cultural. 

 

4. What were the effects of the Crusades on Europe and Asia? 

Answer  

(i) The crusades left a deep impact on the aspects of Christian-Muslim relations. 

(ii) Influence of crusades led  to declination  of mercantile which paved the way for the 

emergence of nation states.  

(iii) The Muslims states adopted harsher  attitude towards their Christian attitudes.  

(iv) The crusades left a deep impact on the aspects of Christian-Muslim relations. 

(v) The Muslim writers named their  invasion (invasion of Christian) as Frankish invasion 

who quickly established their influences over these regions. 

(vi) In the first crusade, soldiers from France and Italy captured  Antioch in Syria and also 
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claimed Jerusalem. Their  victory marked by slaughter of Muslims and Jews. 

 

Answer in Short Essay 

 

5. How were Islamic architectural forms different from those of the Roman Empire? 

Answer 

• Roman Empire Architectural Forms: The Romans emperors were great builders . solidity 

and magnificence of conception are two important features of their architecture e.g- city of 

Rome. 

(i)They introduced two architecture  features, the arch and cupolas or domes. 

(ii) Art of painting murals was highly developed so much so that some of their murals 

practically covered the whole wall. 

(iii) Their buildings were multistoried with one row of arches standing over another, 

examples- Pompeys Theatre. 

(iv) Inventors of concrete and could firmly cement, bricks and stones together ,examples- 

pantheon. 

2.Islamic Architectural Forms: 

(i) The Islamic art right forms  Spain to central Asia showed some basic architectural 

features horseshoe arches, bulbous domes ,small minarets, twisted columns and open 

courtyard. 

(ii ) Religious buildings – mosques, shrines and tomb were the greatest architectural 

symbols of this world. 

(iii) Another features was decorative forms of writing e.g.- calligraphy and arabesque i.e 

geometric and vegetal designs, to decorate architecture, and manuscripts. 

(iv) The places were modeled on romans and sasanian architectural features e.g.-palace at 

Baghdad. They were richly decorated with sculptures, mosaics and paintings. 

 

6. Describe a journey from Samarqand to Damascus, referring to the cities on the route. 

Answer 

Refer to NCERT Page No. 82 

 

 Chapter 5- Nomadic Empires 

 
1. Why was trade so significant to the Mongols? 
Answer 
(i) The region which was occupied by Mongols lacked natural resources. The steppe region 
of  central Asia had extreme climate. 
(ii) Cultivation of food was not  possible there, only trade could help their survival. 
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(iii) The Mongols were forced to trade as the scanty resources of the steppes did not help 
cultivation.So the Mongols traded with neighbouring countries and it was beneficial for both 
parties. 
 
2. Why did Genghis Khan feel the need to fragment the Mongol tribes into new social and 
military groupings? 
Answer 
Genghis khan felt the need of fragmentation of  the Mongol tribes into new social and 
military groupings on account of the following reasons: 
(i) Mongols were their own separate identities and were the inhabitants of the steppe region. 
Genghis khan wanted to bring then in contact with other tribals through social grouping or 
ties like mirage with other tribal communities. 
(ii) Mongols were very brave taking the advantage of their bravery Genghis  Khan organized 
them into military groups and established a formidable empire. 
 
3. How do later Mongol reflections on the yasa bring out the uneasy relationship they had 
with the memory of Genghis Khan. 
Answer 
Yasa were the rules and regulations. These were approved by Quritali during Genghis 
Khan‟s reign. These rules were mainly concerned with Mongol army, hunting, postage 
system, social ladder, etc. They were compilation of traditions and customs that prevailed in 
Mongol tribal society itself. 
 
4. „If history relies upon written records produced by city-based literati, nomadic societies 
will always receive a hostile representation.‟ Would you agree with this statement? Does it 
explain the reason why Persian chronicles produced such inflated figures of casualties 
resulting from Mongol campaigns? 
Answer 
Yes, I agree with the statement .I give the following reasons for my view: 
(i) Persian chronicles produced inflated figures of casualties resulting from Mongol 
campaigns to prove their cruelty or to prove them as cruel assassins. 
(ii) There were vast difference between The secret society of Mongol and macro polo‟s 
Travelogues in terms of event and their descriptions. 
(iii) Being the transcontinental span of Mongol empire, the sources were written in different 
languages. 
 
Answer in Essay 
 
5. Keeping the nomadic element of the Mongol and Bedouin societies in mind, how, in your 
opinion, did their respective historical experiences differ? What explanations would you 
suggest account for these differences? 
Answer 
The steep dwellers themselves usually produced no literature , so our knowledge of 
nomadic societies under Mongol are quite different and the Italian and Latin version of 
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Marco Polo‟s travels to the Mongol court  do not match. Since the Mongol produce little 
literature of their own and were instead „Written about‟ by literati from foreign cultural 
milieus, historians have to often double as philologist to pick out the meanings of phrases 
for their closest approximation to Mongol usage. The work of scholars like Igor de 
Rachewiltz on 'The secret of History' of the Mongol and Gerhard Doerfer on Mongol and 
Turki terminologies that infiltrated  into the Persian language brings out the difficulties 
involved in studying the history of the central Asian nomads . As we will notice through the 
remainder of this chapter, despite their incredible achievement there is much about Genghis 
khan and the Mongol world empire still awaiting the diligent scholar‟s scrutiny. 
 
6. How does the following account enlarge upon the character of the Pax Mongolica created 
by the Mongols by the middle of the thirteenth century? 
Answer 
The above account depicts the character of the Pax  Mongolica by the middle of the 13th 
century. 
(i) Mongol rulers were not fanatics and anxious to get the blessings of all the people. They 
recruited administrators and armed forces from people of all ethnic groups and religions. 
There was a multilingual, multi- religious regime that did not feel threatened by its pluralistic 
constitution. 
(ii) It became clear from the above incident that the French MONARCH LOUIES iX had sent 
his ambassador William of Rubruck to Karakorum , the capital of Mongke in 1254 this 
depicts that Mongols rulers had established a well-knit with their neighbours. 
(iii) Gaillaume Boucher provide that Mongol rulers lived with great pomp and show and they 
had brought servants  to serve them from different parts of the world .They were paid good 
salaries . That is why they reached to serve Mongol court from far away.  

 

Section-III Changing Traditions (c. 1300 to 1700) 

 

 Chapter 6- The Three Orders 

 
1. Describe two features of early feudal society in France. 
Answer 
Two features of early feudal society: 
(i) The lord enjoyed special status. His order was supreme. Nobody could deny his order. 
(ii) It was based on the lord peasants relationship. The peasants offered labour in the 
service of the service of their lord. 
 
(iii) Early society was divided into three  orders .These order were the priests, nobles and 
the peasants. In reality the nobility played a very dominating role in the society. 
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2. How did long-term changes in population levels affect economy and society in Europe? 
Answer 
Long term changes in population levels affected the economy and society: 
(i) A number or towns came into being. They also became the centre of trade and 
commerce. Society became more advanced and civilized. 
(ii) This change brought about new changes in agricultural production. Production reached 
at its peak. Good quality of goods was also produced .It increased the life expectancy rate. 
 
3. Why did knights become a distinct group, and when did they decline? 
Answer 
Local wars became the common feature of the European society during the 9th century. 

There was also a shortage of trained cavalry for these wars. The adroit horsemen were the 

need of the hour to win these localized wars among the nobles feudal. Taking the 

advantage of this situation, the knights became a distinct group precisely for the achieving 

this aim. The fall of feudal power paved the way for the way for the decline of knight during 

the 15th century. 

 

4. What was the function of medieval monasteries? 

Answer 

The places where few religious figures preferred to live during middle age Europe were as 

monasteries. The function of the medieval monasteries was: 

(i) The monasteries also inspired the people to donate.  

(ii) They also inspired the people to serve the sick. 

(iii)They encourage to develop art and architecture. 

(iv) The people living in monasteries inspired the people to lead a simple life. 

 

Answer in Short Essay 

 

5. Imagine and describe a day in the life of a craftsman in a medieval French town. 

Answer 

Students are advised to answer this question with the help of their teacher. Following 

guidelines are given to  complete this task. 

(a) Trading guilds controlled and supervised their activities and took great care of their 

needs. 

(b) Craftsmen worked under the supervision of guilds. They were skilled persons. 

 

6. Compare the conditions of life for a French serf and a Roman slave. 

Answer 

French serf: 

They cultivated land that mainly belonged to the lord. Most of the produce from these lands 

were to given to the lord. The lord could decide their fate. As a whole their life was full of 
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misery. They also had to work that belonged to the lord and most of the wages. They could 

not leave the estate without the prior permission of their master/lord and could not marry 

their child according to their wishes. They also had to work that belonged exclusively to the 

land and were given no wages. 

 

Roman Slave: 

Roman slaves were regarded as a form of property. They were treated as object or 

commodity which could be bought and sold in market. They have no right and identity of 

their own. They were forced to do work several hours. They were forced to produce more 

children, so that when they grew up, they could also made slaves. 

 

 Chapter 7- Changing Cultural Traditions 

 
1. Which elements of Greek and Roman culture were revived in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries? 
Answer 
The religious, artistic and literary elements of Greek and roman culture were revived in 14th 
and 15th centuries. 
 
2. Compare details of Italian architecture of this period with Islamic architecture. 
Answer 
Comparison is given below: 
(i) Both styles took care of decoration. 
(ii) Beautiful buildings were constructed under the patronage of both styles. 
(iii) Arch and pillars were the key features of both the styles. 
(iv) Under the patronage of Italian architecture style beautiful catherdrals and monasteries 
were constructed while large and magnificent mosques were constructed under the Islamic 
style of architecture. 
 
3. Why were Italian towns the first to experience the ideas of humanism? 
Answer 
The towns of Italy were the first to experience the ideas of humanism because of the 

following reasons: 

(i) Education spread in Italy by 13th and 14th centuries. 

(ii) A number of classical books were composed by roman and Greek scholars. 

(iii) Universities were first of all developed here to spread education. 

(iv) Humanism as a subject was first taught in Italian schools, colleges and universities. 

Italian people were made aware of humanist views and ideas. 
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4. What was the function of medieval monasteries? 

Answer 

Venice was free from the influence of the church and feudal lords. Here i.e, in Venice, 

bankers and rich merchants played a significant role in governing the city while there was 

absolute monarchy in France. The common people were deprived of rights. 

 

Answer in Short Essay 

 

5. Imagine and describe a day in the life of a craftsman in a medieval French town. 

Answer 

Main features of humanist thought are given below: 

(i) Ideal life for human beings. 

(ii) Encouraging dignity of human beings. 

(iii) Proclamation of freedom of the individual. 

(iv) Stress on physical pleasure or material pleasure for human. 

(v) The humanist thought laid stress on freedom of human life from control of religion. 

 

6. Compare the conditions of life for a French serf and a Roman slave. 

Answer  

(i) In cities and towns many artists , scholars and writers were patronized by aristocrates. 

(ii) Towns become the centre of art and learning  activities. 

(iii) Towns begin to enjoy the status of autonomy from  the kings. 

(iv) Urban culture developed with the beginning of cities. 

(v) Towns and cities begin to flourish on European landscape. 

 

 Chapter 8- Confrontation of Cultures 

 
1. Compare the civilisation of the Aztecs with that of the Mesopotamians. 
Answer  
(i) The people of Aztecs civilization worshiped the gods of war and sun while Mesopotamian 
people worshiped many gods and goddesses. 
(ii) In Aztecs civilization canal irrigation was done while in Mesopotamian civilization is a 
river valley civilization hence canals were also there for irrigation. 
(iii) Aztecs society was hierarchical. It includes nobles, priests, warriors and traders while 
Mesopotamian society was divided into three classes. It included higher, middle and lower 
classes. 
 
2. What were the new developments helping European navigation in the fifteenth century? 
Answer  
(i) The invention of magnetic compass in 1380 CE helped in searching and identifying four 
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cardinal directions. These directions were north, south, east and west. 
(ii) Development also took places in the manufacturing sailing ships.  
(iii) Travel literature and books on geography were also available. 
(iv) Ptolemy‟s geographical information helped the sailors in about different cardinal 
directions. 
(v) The Travelogue of MarcoPolo also helped a lot in European navigation and created wide 
interest among the people. 
 
3. Give reasons for Spain and Portugal being the first in the fifteenth century to venture 
across the Atlantic. 
Answer  
(i) The rulers of both Spain and Portugal had passion for acquiring wealth in the form of gold 
and treasure for glory titles. 
(ii) They also wanted to establish colonies in the regions. 
(iii) Many Christians wanted to bring people of other land into the fold of Christianity. 
(iv) The Christian missionaries wanted to venture across the Atlantic. 
 
4. What new food items were transmitted from South America to the rest of the world? 
Answer 
The food items which were transmitted from south America to the rest of the world were as 
follows- 
(a) Cane sugar  
(b) Potatoes 
(c) Rubber 
(d) Tobacco 
(e) Chilies 
 
Answer in Short Essay 
 
5. Write an account of the journey of an African boy of seventeen captured and taken to 
Brazil as a slave. 
Answer 
The journey of African boys was very rigid. He was made slave and departed with other 
slaves to a ship. Their journey started from Congo. Their ship sailed in Atlantic Ocean and 
reach Brazil in South America via Angola. 
 
6. How did the „discovery‟ of South America lead to the development of European 
colonialism? 
Answer 
For Europe, the „discovery‟ of the Americans had consequences for other besides the initial 
voyagers. The influx of gold and silver helped further expansion of international trade and 
industrialization. Between 1560 and 1600, a hundred ships each year carried silver from 
South American mines to Spain. But it was not Spain and Portugal that benefited. They did 
not invest their huge income in further trade or in building of merchant navy. Instead, it was 
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the countries bordering Atlantic, particularly England , France, Belgium and Holland, that 
took advantage of the „discoveries‟. 
Europe also became familiar with new crops from Americas, notably potatoes and chilies. 
For the native people of the America the immediate consequences were the physical 
decimation of local population, the destruction of their way of life and their enslavement in 
mines, plantations and miles. 

 

 

Section-IV Towards Modernisation (c. 1700 to 2000) 

 

 Chapter 9- The Industrial Revolution 

1. What was the effect on Britain‟s industries of Britain‟s involvement in wars from 1793 to 
1815? 
Answer 
Britain was involved in wars with France during this i.e,1793 to 1815. The Britain's 
involvement in the war was greatly affected. Factories were shut down. Trade collapsed. 
That is why Britain was unable to get capital formation and reinvestment during war period.it 
had to use borrowed capital to fight rather than reinvestment. The prices of essential 
commodities were very high.so, this war affected British industries in many ways. 
 
2. What were the relative advantages of canal and railway transportation? 
Answer 
The relative advantages of canal and railway transportation:  
(i) It made the transportation easier and less costly. 
(ii) It made easier both internal and external trade. 
(iii) Rivers helped in transportation of bulky goods in interior parts of the country. 
 
3. What were the interesting features of the „inventions‟ of this period? 
Answer 
Some of the interesting features of the invention made by 'invention' during this period 
were:  
(i) In 1709, Abraham daeby first time made process of smelting by using coal. 
(ii) John key invented flying shuttle in 1733.The invention of flying shuttle speed up the 
production in textile industries. 
(iii) In 1856 the technique of making steel by purifying iron was invented by Henry 
Bessemer. 
(iv) Crompton invented Mule was a combination of both spinning jenny and water frame, 
which improved the quality of spinning. 
(v) Duke of bridge water and James Brindly played a remarkable role in the construction of 
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canals in England. It led to development of both rural and urban areas. 
(vi) George Stephenson invented railway steam-engine known as father of railway. 
 
4. Indicate how the supply of raw materials affected the nature of British industrialisation. 
Answer  
(i) The British got raw materials for the textile industries in India in form of cotton bales and 
began to export it for weaving clothes. It shifted the processing from homes to factories. 
(ii) Initially spinning consumes a lot of time, but with the invention of technical knowledge 
the production began to increases. It increased the demand for raw material. 
(iii) The political motives of imperialism. It further extended in the form of imperialism. It also 
led to the economic exploitation. 
(iv) It boosted the Britishers industrial methods to gain more and more raw material forms 
colonial countries. 
 
Answer in Short Essay  
 
5. How were the lives of different classes of British women affected by the Industrial 
Revolution? 
Answer 
Women were supposed to observe strict discipline. They were also punished for violation of 
any discipline. Women of all classes began to work in factories. It helped them to getting 
financial independence and self-esteem. But their wages were low as compared to men for 
same working hours. Industrialization was a blessing in disguise. A number of food items 
became cheap and available in abundance. It increased the social status of women in 
particular. 
 
6. Compare the effects of the coming of the railways in different countries in the world. 
Answer 
The coming of railways affected different countries across the world dramatically and 
boosted the process of industrialization. Railways provide a lot of opportunities and also 
accelerated trade and commerce. Thus, it can be said that the coming of railways 
connected different countries of the world. Railways also helped in transportation of heavy 
goods easily at cheaper rates. It joined the different parts of countries and helped in picking 
of materials easily. The expansion of railways helped the imperialist countries a lot. 

 

 Chapter 10- Displacing Indigenous Peoples 

 
1. Comment on any points of difference between the native peoples of South and North 
America. 
Answer 
Owing to topographical differences, South Americans were hunter gatherers, agriculturists 
and herders. They were simple people contended with their means. In North America, 
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native people used to live in band in villages along the river valleys. They ate fish and meat 
and cultivated vegetables and maize. The natives of South America maintained empire, 
while the natives of North America did not maintain it. 
 
2. Other than the use of English, what other features of English economic and social life do 
you notice in nineteenth-century USA? 
Answer  
(i) The English brought land and clear large tracts of forest for the expansion of agriculture. 
(ii) The English used the land in a different ways as compared to the native of purchased 
land in USA, but their ancestors were incapable to inherit this property. 
(iii) They cheated the native by the taking their land and economically exploited them. 
(iv) They also signed contract with American to sell the land to them and paid American low 
prices of land. 
 
3. What did the „frontier‟ mean to the Americans? 
Answer 
The conquest and purchase of land by the Americans resulted in the extension of 
boundaries. The natives of America were compelled to move accordingly. The boundary 
where natives reached was known as 'frontier'. 
 
4. Why was the history of the Australian native peoples left out of history books? 
Answer 
It was because the European Historian followed the policy of discrimination against the 
native peoples. They wrote book only in praise of their peoples instead of giving attention 
towards the natives Australian for their deeds. 
 
Answer in Short Essay 
 
5. How satisfactory is a museum gallery display in explaining the culture of a people? Give 
examples from your own experience of a museum. 
Answer 
(i) A museum gallery displays the culture of a people in the following ways: 
(ii) Icons of the ancient period, the theology in its basic forms and coins are also found in 
the museum. 
(iii) Remains of pots , apparels, ornaments and other things are displayed. 
(iv) Books, research papers, survey reports and works of historians and archaeologists are 
kept in the  gallery of museum. 
(v) In museum, we seek information regarding dialects and languages. 
 
6. Imagine an encounter in California in about 1880 between four people: a former African 
slave, a Chinese labourer, a German who had come out in the Gold Rush, and a native of 
the Hopi tribe, and narrate their conversation. 
Answer 
Students need to do this by themselves.  
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 Chapter 11- Paths to Modernization 

1. What were the major developments before the Meiji restoration that made it possible for 
Japan to modernise rapidly? 
Answer 
Major developments were: 
(i) Peasants were not allowed to carry arms, only samurai could carry swords now. 
(ii) Disarmament of the peasants helped in establish peace and prosperity. 
(iii) Growth of population led to the growth of commercial economy. 
(iv) The growth of precious  metals restricted. 
(v) Theater and arts were patronised in towns. 
(vi) People developed reading habits. 
(vii) Land surveys were made. 
 
2. Discuss how daily life was transformed as Japan developed. 
Answer 
As the Japanese became affluent, new ideas came into being. The old patriarchal system 
begun to break. The system demanded new style of domestic goods and new types of 
houses. The concept of nuclear family came into being. 
 
3. How did the Qing dynasty try and meet the challenge posed by the Western powers? 
Answer 
The Qing dynasty could not meet the challenges posed by the western powers. They utterly 
failed. The Qing dynasty also demanded change in the country. But they also failed in this 
endeavour. 
 
4. What were Sun Yat-sen‟s Three Principles? 
Answer 
The Three principles were: 
(i) Nationalism 
(ii) Democracy 
(iii) Socialism 
 
Answer in Short Essay 
 
5. Did Japan‟s policy of rapid industrialisation lead to wars with its neighbours and 
destruction of the environment? 
Answer 
Yes, it is true because: 
(i) Colonies were begun to considered sources of raw material.At last acquiring more 
colonies led to wars among different nationals. 
(ii) It led to the rapid exploitation of natural resources. 
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6. Do you think that Mao Zedong and the Communist Party of China were successful in 
liberating China and laying the basis for its current success? 
Answer 
Yes, Mao Zedong and the Communist Part of China were successful in liberating China and 
laying the basis for its current success. In 1935, Mao Zedong formed a Communist front 
against Japan. He thought that his struggle against Japan would popularize him and also 
make his mass movement more effective. But Chiang did not accept his proposal. Mao 
continued his struggle against Japan until he succeeded. 
In 1930, Mao Zedong became the chairperson of the council of peasant workers and began 
to work underground. He defeated Chiang‟s army four times. But in the fifth attack he was 
under pressure that he planned and implemented the Long March. They covered 600 miles 
in 368 days and arrived in Shensi and Kansu, the communists reached there.  
Chiang Kai-shek was worried about increasing power of Mao Zedong. He did not want to 
work with him. After a great difficulty he was ready to stand by Mao against by Moa against 
Japan. When the war ended, Mao put a proposal of a coalition government before Chiang. 
But Chiang did not accept it. Mao continued with his struggle. In 1949, Chiang escaped to 
Farmosa (Taiwan) to seek asylum there. Mao Zedong was elected the chairman of the 
Chinese government. He held this office till his death. 
After the death of Sun Yat-Sen in 1925, the Guomindang was headed by Chiang-Kai-Shek. 
Before it the communist part of China had been established in1921. Though he strengthen 
the rule of the Guomindang, yet he took no steps to achieve the three revolutionary 
objectives of Sun-Yet-Sen. 
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